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Helping drive stakes for new trails at Chattahoochee Bend State Park at Tuesday’s ceremonies are, from left, Warren Budd, DNR board member; Chris Clark, DNR commissioner; State Rep. Lynn Smith and State Sen. Mitch Seabaugh.

Ground broken for 3,000-acre Chattahoochee Bend State Park

Former Coweta County Commissioner Jim McGuffey said he was "tickled to death" to attend the groundbreaking ceremonies at the Chattahoochee Bend State Park Tuesday -- bringing to fruition the plans he helped put into motion more than a decade ago. 

"This park is going to help showcase the great quality of life we have in this community," said Greg Wright, president of the Coweta County Development Authority. "Certainly it's going to bring in tourists, and it will help convince industrial prospects that when they move their families to Coweta County, this will be a great place for them to live." 

The inaugural ceremony included a unique "groundbreaking" event. Hammers were passed out to state and local officials in lieu of shovels as they were invited to drive in stakes along the first of many trails that will criss-cross the new, nearly 3,000-acre park. 

About 500 volunteer hours have already been invested in the park, and several local leaders said they were proud to be members of the only Friends of Georgia State Parks group that could boast a vibrant membership base before a park even existed.

"Welcome to Chattahoochee Bend State Park!" said Dean Jackson, president of the Friends of Chattahoochee Bend State Park. "We've been waiting a long time to say that... and we couldn't ask for a better day for this to happen."

He recognized a number of guests and gave special recognition to former Coweta Convention and Visitors Bureau Director Angela White.

"If it weren't for you, we wouldn't be standing here today," Jackson said. "I'm glad you could be here."

Warren Budd, Georgia Department of Natural Resources board member and Coweta County resident, said he was "very proud" that the park has now become a reality, thanks to collaborative efforts between local and state elected officials, the Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, local volunteers, and local government.

"Isn't this just glorious?" he said. "I love it!"

He gave special mention to State Rep. Lynn Smith, R-Newnan.

"If I wanted to put the Taj Majal in Newnan, I'd go to Lynn Smith to back it, and it would get done," he said.

Budd said the county has changed a lot since he first moved here in 1972, to a farm on Gordon Road.

"There were a lot of dairy farms then, and a lot of land that's been destroyed by bulldozers and replaced by pizza parlors and maybe even porno shops soon," he said. "You name it, it's come. And a lot of the beauty of our county is gone.

"That's why it's so good to see this 3,000 acres preserved for future generations," said Budd.

The park should eventually have separate camping for RVs and tents, horseback riding, trails, canoeing and fishing, he said.

"If you want the next generation to be conservation-minded, you've got to get them out into the environment," said Budd. "This park is going to provide that."

Budd said everyone should be mindful that "we are not the first people here.

"McIntosh walked this ground. He was killed just up the road," said Budd of the half-Scot, half Creek Indian Chief William McIntosh who headed the Coweta band of Creeks. Coweta County is named in his honor. He was killed at his home at what is now McIntosh Reserve park on the Carroll County side of the Chattahoochee River after signing the Treaty of Indian Springs, ceding the land that is now western Georgia for settlement.

"And the Paytons, the Coggins were here -- and a Mr. Davis who lived here was a wounded Confederate veteran."

He said the new park should be a legacy for future generations.

"A hundred and fifty years from now, when we're all gone, the people after us will be glad that the people here today had a vision," Budd said.

Coweta County Commissioner Tim Lassetter said it was "truly an honor to be here."

The park signals the "culmination of many years of work and the dreams of a lot of folks."

Georgia Department of Natural Resources Commissioner Chris Clark said that completing Phase I of the project will cost about $7 million. The only reason it can be done for that amount is "because of parnerships like you've shown here," he said.

Clark said that he expects to be back in Coweta County in 18 months "for the grand opening of this park."

Clark said he "couldn't be prouder of the work all of you have done."

