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Chattahoochee park groundbreaking 10 years in making

Tuesday's groundbreaking for the Chattahoochee Bend State Park in western Coweta County is a day 10 years in the making. 

That's how long it's been since the state of Georgia purchased the property, now some 2,900 acres encompassing Chattahoochee River bottomland, seven miles of river frontage, a boulder field, and vast areas of exposed granite replete with lush mosses, lichen, and uncommon plants of many descriptions. 

It's the granite that gives the area its traditional name, Flat Rock. 

The property languished for several years. Chattahoochee Bend was one of several future state park sites bought during that time period, and Georgia State Parks and Historic Sites had no particular plans -- or funds -- for development and operations. 

The Coweta County Convention and Visitor's Bureau decided to see if it could change that. In 2005, Coweta County funded the creation of a general development plan for the park. 

With that plan, and the strong community support it represented, State Rep. Lynn Smith (R-Newnan) was able to get $5 million for the park's development included in the bond package for Georgia's 2006 budget. State Sen. Mitch Seabaugh (R-Sharpsburg) was able to increase the allocation to $7 million on the Senate side. 

With the funding allocated, park development faced another delay when negotiations for access to the proposed main entrance were not successful. 

Coweta County solved that problem by agreeing to improve a portion of Flat Rock Road, where the main entrance will now be located. 

The paving work on the new portion of the road has been finished just in time for the groundbreaking. 

Facilities in phase one include two boat ramps, a river overlook, picnic facilities, visitor center and campgrounds. Volunteers will be responsible for building most of the trails. 

The groundbreaking program is scheduled for 10 a.m. Tuesday. Chris Clark, the new commissioner of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, will be speaking at the Newnan-Coweta Chamber of Commerce's breakfast Tuesday morning, and will be the keynote speaker at the groundbreaking. 

Visitors should enter on the Bud Davis Road end of Flat Rock Road. Parking will be on the side of the road, and visitors are asked to stay off of the soft shoulder of the new road. 

The simplest (though not the shortest) route is to take Ga. Hwy. 34 West to Powers Crossroads, and take a right on Thomas Powers Road. Go straight through the stop sign, and the road becomes Hewlette South Road. Hewlette South then turns into Bud Davis Road. Flat Rock Road is on the right.

Visitors should wear sturdy shoes suitable for uneven terrain.

